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FROM THE PASTOR’S PORCH 
It had been the second or third summery day since winter had let go its grip on 

us. With temperatures in the 80s, the upstairs of the parsonage had warmed up.  As the 
evening brought cooler temperatures, I started up the big window fan to draw the 
warmth out and the cool in.  By bed time, only a light blanket was needed, and yet sleep 
was fickle, drawing me into quiet repose and then leaving me to toss and turn.  Around 
two o’clock, I got up and grabbed my book, “Learning to Walk in the Dark” by Barbara 
Brown Taylor. 

 
Downstairs I found closed doors and windows had trapped some of the day’s 

warmth and it felt stifling.  Fresh air and the fragrance of the purple petunias swirled 
past me when I opened the front door to the porch.  Standing on the threshold, I looked 
through the screen at the quiet street, the gazebo, the town green and trees lit by the 
floods on the gazebo, the lights on the front of the houses across the street, and the 
street light.   I silently walked out onto the porch, close to the screens.  The air was still, 
as was the traffic light, staying red on 87 and green on 66.  I waited for what seemed 
like minutes to see if it would change. It did not.  In the distance I heard, what I believe 
was a bull frog croaking its bass note, perhaps from the pond along the road to Center 
Cemetery. 

 
Suddenly the lights on the gazebo snapped out and the walkway bench and 

gazebo dropped into the spill of dim light from the street lights, shadows hiding much 
of what was just visible.  The bull frog was croaking again and then was silent.  All was 
silent.  The hush was wrapped around me like a protective blanket.  I thought of mother 
birds with their young nestled under her wings; wondered if the neighbor’s goats 
snuggled together inside their barn; scanned the yard for movement of a nocturnal 
animal; looked up at the clouded sky confident that beyond the light fluff stars still 
twinkled. 

 
I heard the distant swishing of tires coming along the roadway. Eventually the 

small truck came into view along 87 and I watched to see if it would stop for the 
unchanging red light.  How long would it wait before continuing on?  However, the 
light did change to green, briefly, and off it went in no great hurry and the light changed 
back to red, I guess, until some electronics sensed another vehicle.   

 
The spell had been broken and I returned inside to settle down to read how 

listening, waiting, darkness, stillness, silence and timing are part of our existence and 
need not to be feared.  Barbara Brown Taylor explains how we have been acculturated 
to see darkness and evil, sadness, struggle as walking hand in hand, while in fact many 
important and good things occur in the dark. 

 
I invite you to take a look at this book, or get it in audio, as a summer reading.  

So far I have not found it to be exciting, gripping, or a page turner, but I am learning to 
appreciate the dark moments of life as life giving and soul inspiring.  I would be 
interested in hearing your thoughts. 

 
In the meantime, I hope you take the time to appreciate this shifting season as 

the weather changes, as schools come to close – with all the busyness that entails – and 
we shift down to a lower gear.  Don’t forget to make time to nurture your soul and your 

relationship with God and this community of faith.  Pastor Betsey Polglase 
 

 

  

Pastor Betsey Polglase 

Church:  860.228.9306   

       Pastor Betsey’s  
       Office Hours: 

Mon. – Thurs.:9:30-12:30 
       Pastor’s email: 

pastorbetsey.ccchurch@ 
gmail.com 

 

        Church Office  

Contact Information 

Phone 860.228.9306 
Office Hours: 

Mon. – Fri.:9:30–1:00 

Church email: 
ccchurch@snet.net 

website:  
colcch.org 

 
     Mission Statement Mission Statement Mission Statement Mission Statement     

The Columbia 
Congregational United 

Church of Christ as part of 
the United Church of 

Christ and the worldwide 
Christian Church is called 
by God to be disciples of 

Jesus, the Christ. Therefore, 
the mission of the Columbia 
Congregational United 
Church of Christ is to 

worship God and to preach 
and teach the Gospel of 

Christ: to promote 
Christian fellowship among 
our members and friends, 
and to live in Christian 

fellowship with the Church 
Universal and the whole 

creation; that we might live 
faithfully, serving God and 
humanity, and striving for 
righteousness, justice, and 

peace. 
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COMING EVENTS 
 
For our COFFEE 
HOUR contributions 
of finger foods are 
encouraged.  
Donations in the 

Coffee Hour basket 
helps fund the coffee, 
milk, sugar and paper 
goods.  Thanks for 
supporting this 
ministry. 
 

 

BIBLE STUDY 

CLASS/WEDNESDAY’S 

7PM -8:30PM/Lounge 
 

 

SUNDAY, JUNE 1ST  

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 

8:30AM Breakfast for Confirmands, 
Mentors and Family Members hosted by 
the Deacons.  Followed by Confirmation 
Service! 
 

SUNDAY, JUNE 8TH  

CHURCH SCHOOL SUNDAY 

Worship Service officiated by Church 
School Students.  Followed by ALL 
CHURCH PICNIC! 
 

SATURDAY,JUNE 14TH 

CHURCH BREAKFAST 

8AM – 11:00AM/Parish Hall  
 
 

 

SUNDAY, JUNE 15TH
 
   

FATHER’S DAY! 
 

 

Sunday 10:00 AM Worship 
 
JUNE 1 

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
CONFIRMATION SUNDAY/Communion Sunday 

Worship Leader: Pastor Betsey Polglase 
Deacon: Sally Ruef 
Lay Reader: Sally Ruef  
Greeters: Sally Ruef, Tim Bassett, Janice Knight and 
Kim Foss. 
Coffee Hour follows Worship Service in the Parish 

Hall. 
 

JUNE 8/CHURCH SCHOOL SUNDAY 

PENTECOST SUNDAY 

Worship Leader:  Pastor Betsey Polglase 
Deacon: Sally Ruef 
Lay Reader: Sally Ruef 
Greeter: Sally Ruef 
Coffee Hour follows Worship Service in the Parish 

Hall. 
 

JUNE 15/FATHER’S DAY 

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
Worship Leader:  Pastor Betsey Polglase 
Deacon: Sally Ruef 
Lay Reader: Sally Ruef 
Greeter: Sally Ruef 

Coffee Hour follows Worship Service in the Parish 

Hall. 
 

JUNE 22 

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST   
Worship Leader: Pastor Betsey Polglase 
Deacon: Sally Ruef 
Lay Reader: Sally Ruef 
Greeters: Sally Ruef 
Coffee Hour follows Worship Service in the Parish 

Hall. 

 

JUNE 29 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST   
Worship Leader: Pastor Betsey Polglase 
Deacon: Sally Ruef 
Lay Reader: Sally Ruef 
Greeters: Sally Ruef 
Coffee Hour follows Worship Service in the Parish 

Hall. 
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LAY READER – Anyone wishing to share in the 
leadership of worship by reading the Scripture or bringing a 
children’s sermon, please sign-up on the appropriate list on 
the bulletin board by the elevator door and speak with 
Pastor Betsey Polglase. 
 

 
 

DEACON OF THE MONTH 

JUNE – Sally Ruef 

 

TRUSTEE OF THE MONTH 

JUNE – Tim Anderson 

 

GREETERS AND USHERS 

June 1 – Deacons: Sally Ruef, Tim Bassett, Janice Knight and  

Kim Foss. 

June 8 – Volunteers needed 

June 15 – Volunteers needed 

June 22 – Volunteers needed 

June 29 – Volunteers needed 

 
 

 

PARISH NOTICES 
The return of Pledge Cards to support the budget for 2014 is always welcome.  Cards may be left in the 

Stewardship box, given to any member of the Stewardship Committee or handed into the Church Office.  

Extra pledge cards are available in the Stewardship box upon request.  We invite your generosity in 

supporting the 2014 budget. 

 

WAIM is frequently in need of the volunteer services of skilled craftspeople.  If you are skilled as a 

carpenter, painter, electrician, plumber, sheet rocker, heating systems, computer technician, etc. and 

would be willing to become part of a craftsperson resource guide for WAIM please see Anthony White, Sr. 

for survey form.   

 

FOOD PANTRY IN URGENT NEED OF FOOD:  The Church is collecting food for the Soup Kitchen and the 

Columbia Food Pantry.  Items especially needed: Soups, Pastas and Cereals.  If you would like to contribute, 

please leave items in the basket found at the front of the sanctuary or deliver directly to the Soup Kitchen.   
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Worship Schedule JUNE 2014 
(Subject to change at pastor’s discretion) 

 
 
 

 

DATE SCRIPTURE SERMON TITLE WORSHIP NOTES 

    
June 1 Psalm 104 

Acts 2:1-21 
John 14:12-17 

“Ruah” Confirmation 

Communion 

    

    

    

June 8  Children’s Sunday Church Picnic 
    
    
June 15 Psalm 8 

2 Corinthians 13: 
11-13 
Matthew 28:16-20 

“Go Therefore” Father’s Day 

    
    
June 22 Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17 

Matthew 10:24-33 
“Fear Not”  

    
    
June 29 Psalm 13 

Matthew 10:40-42 
“Warm Welcome” BAPTISM 
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~CHRISTIAN EDUCATION~ 

 

Sometimes small blessings are the best blessings. The day of our 
carwash it was raining and suddenly the sun came out and we had a 
wonderful day for washing cars. The Church School wants to extend 
their appreciation to all who helped facilitate and support this event. It 
was a great day of intergenerational fellowship and giving of our time to 
help make a difference. 
 

HEIFER INTERNATIONAL 

We are making a difference around the world. Helping those living in 
poverty and hunger become more self-sufficient. The promise of passing 
on the gift makes one animal a life changer for a community.  
 

Church School has raised enough funds to purchase the animals of their 
choice they are: 1 heifer($500), 1 llama($250), 1 pig($120), 1 
sheep($120), 2 flocks of chicks($60), 1 group of bees($60), 1 water 
buffalo($250), 1 Trio of rabbits($60) and 1 goat($120). Thank you to all 
who have contributed to the Ark of Hope. 

 

CHURCH SCHOOL SUNDAY: JUNE 8, 2014:  

FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT 

Church School invites you to join them for their end of the year 
program. The children will be in charge of the morning worship service 
on June 8. They will be showing how the Fruit of the Spirit makes a 
difference in their lives and the lives of others. Please tell a friend how 
special this Service will be and join us afterwards for our annual Church 
Picnic. 
 
Our goal is to serve the Lord with gladness!  Blessings to all, 

 

Jean Murphy 
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Family and Friends  
 

Get Together Breakfast  
 

Come and linger for a while. 
 

 

Saturday, Saturday, Saturday, Saturday,     June 14June 14June 14June 14, 2014, 2014, 2014, 2014    
8888:00:00:00:00A.MA.MA.MA.M    to to to to 11:00A.M11:00A.M11:00A.M11:00A.M    

Columbia Congregational Church 
Parish Hall, Route 87 

   

 

 

“C’mon people now, Smile on your Brother, 
Everybody get together. Try and love one another 

right now.” Youngblood, Kingston Trio, J. Collins 

 

 

 Breakfast Buffet Menu: Belgian waffles, omelets, eggs, toast, 
Bacon, sausage, ham, potatoes, juice, milk, coffee, tea, 

Fruits, homemade muffins & coffee cakes 
Suggested free will offering: $8.00 per person  

$24.00 - 2 adults and 2 children 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR  

2014 CONFIRMATION CLASS! 
  

   

Hannah Erickson    

Parents:  Doug and Debby     

Mentor:  Lynn Sharpe 

   

 

Elizabeth Foss     

Parents:  Michael and Kim    

Mentor:  Tim Bassett 

   

 

Sydney Lambert     

Parents:  John and René      

Mentor:  Jean Murphy 
   

 

Chloe Weston     

Parents:  R. J., and Holly     
Mentor:  Denise Parmenter 

 

 

“Let Your Light Shine…”Let Your Light Shine…”Let Your Light Shine…”Let Your Light Shine…” 
Matthew 5:16Matthew 5:16Matthew 5:16Matthew 5:16 
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CONGRATULATIONS  

 

GRADUATES! 

 

2014 
 

 

 

����Travis Anderson 

Central Connecticut State University 

Bachelors Degree in Computer Networking. 

 

 

����Jeremy Sharpe 

MIT (Massachusetts Institute of Technology) 

Bachelors Degree in Electrical Engineering & Computer Science.  He will 

be continuing on at MIT for a master’s degree in the same field. 
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THANK YOU We would like to thank our church friends for all the phone calls, 
sympathy cards, and messages received at the passing of our sister, Evelyn 
Lathrop.  Also, thank you to all the church ladies who made food for the 
reception at the Senior Center.  A special thank you to Pastor Betsey for the 
beautiful service.  Norma Gingras and Merton Wolff 

 

THANK YOU very much for your recent donation to WAIM of $534.00 raised 
at your annual pasta dinner for WAIM’s benefit!  We deeply appreciate your 
generosity and willingness to support our work with those in need.   

Victoria Nimirowski, Executive Director 
 

 

The Church Fair Committee Could Use Some Help: 
 

Publicity help: newspapers, newsletters, web site, distribute signs and/or posters—someone to do year-
round publicity would be wonderful. The good part is that you don’t have to do crafts to help out. 
 
Do some Food Crafts: Make up mixes, snowman soup ideas, tea gifts, come up with interesting ways to 
wrap candy or popcorn that would make cute, inexpensive gifts. Brainstorm some ideas or run even just one 
workshop just before the fair. 

 

Attic Treasures: Ask for treasures and set up a time and place for people to bring them, set up the rooms on 
the Thursday before the fair, check Friday night for additional donations and Saturday morning for 
additional donations and you can open way before the fair…usually 9 am or whenever you see someone pop 
in. We don’t usually put prices on everything. If something special comes in, it is ok to do that. Most of the 
time is it dickering. And you can schedule people to work the room. We have suggestions. Also we know 
where to donate which items that don’t sell. This only takes up a few days around fair time and makes close 
to 20% of the fair’s profits. 
 
Run an evening workshop. You don’t have to meet every week. You can meet once a month or just often 
enough to finish one project or to start a project and send it home with group members (and making sure you 
get everything back.)  
If you can look at an item, read the directions, and work from a kit, we can make up kits for you. You could 
help make up the kits, if that’s your style. 
 
We are looking for different ideas to add to the fair to make it more fun.  In the past, we have had a 
Scarves and Jewelry Room; a pie-making workshop for the bake sale (this year we would like to have two 
pie workshops;)  a Country Store with cheese, candy, and home canned goods. Perhaps you have been to a 
fair or bazaar somewhere and have seen something different that you could share with us.  And… we have 
day workshops on Wednesday mornings from 10 to noon. Stop in and visit. 
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“I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.  
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.  
By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 
show love to one another.”  John 13:34-35     
 
We seek to be a loving and caring church community, 
contributing our time, our resources, and our love to help and 
support each other in times of need.  This is the goal of our Care 
Team.  We have a group approximately 12 members of our 
congregation that have signed up to offer their help with 
transportation, meals, short term chores or just a presence 
offering concern and fellowship.  These volunteers do not replace 
Pastoral visits or calls.  Should you or anyone that you know 
need a little TLC from our Care Team, please contact Sue 
Milici at 860-228-4427 or email smilici@earthlink.net    New 
volunteers are always welcome.   
 
 

Covenant Community Vegetable Garden 

Thanks to all who helped to make our raised garden beds for our church 
vegetable garden a success.     
 
We are ready to plant for the season.  If you would like to donate either 
plants or money to this project, please see any member of the Board of 
Christian Concern (John Polglase, Anthony White, Denise Parmenter, or 
Holly Weston).  There is also a signup sheet in the Parish Hall for 
anyone willing to give some time weeding and watering the garden. 
 
 



Page 11 of 11 

The Steeple Chimes         
Columbia Congregational Church     
                JUNE 2014 

 
Church Fair needs:   
We are still collecting those white plastic tags that hold 
bread or roll wrappers together. We didn’t get quite enough 
last year.  
Crayons'old and/or broken, anyhow'.unwanted crayons. 
 

Altoid tins.  
 
Those little rounded Y shaped clips that keep pump bottles 
from squirting lotion or hand soap all over your grocery 
sacks on the way home. You remove them to use the 
lotion and never know what to do with then afterward.  
We will be happy to sell these things back to you at next 
year’s fair when we are done with them. 
 
Summer Outdoor Fun - Silver Lake Conference Center, 
located in Sharon CT, is the Outdoor Ministry of the Connecticut 
Conference of the UCC,  Children ages 8-18 can experience a 
week-long “camp community with ‘unplugged’ friendship-
making, outdoor fun, participation in creating the all-camp 
worship, serving one another, and creating sustainable 
connections with the environment, each other, and God.  
Colorful brochures are available at the church.  More 
information, including downloadable registration forms can be 
accessed at www.silverlakect.org.  Most conferences cost $435 
and run Sunday afternoon to Saturday morning.  If financial 
assistance is needed, please speak with Pastor Betsey. 
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Summer Outdoor Fun - Silver Lake 

Conference Center, located in Sharon CT, is 
the Outdoor Ministry of the Connecticut 
Conference of the UCC,  Children ages 8-18 
can experience a week-long “camp 
community with ‘unplugged’ friendship-
making, outdoor fun, participation in creating 
the all-camp worship, serving one another, 
and creating sustainable connections with the 
environment, each other, and God.  Colorful 
brochures are available at the church.  More 
information, including downloadable 
registration forms can be accessed at 
www.silverlakect.org.  Most conferences cost 
$435 and run Sunday afternoon to Saturday 
morning.  If financial assistance is needed, 
please speak with Pastor Betsey. 
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Photos of Church Events Wanted. We are looking for photos 
of our church activities to be posted on the Bulletin Board 
outside the Parish Hall and to be used on promotional flyers and 
ads.  Please send photos electronically to Denise at 
ccchurch@snet.net, or send/bring in prints to the church office. 

 

GREEN TEAM – We are looking for members to serve on our 
Green Team.  The focus of our Green Team is to empower and 
motivate people to make a difference environmentally.  If you 
are passionate about our environment and are willing to share 
your efforts with our congregation, please see John Polglase to 
volunteer. 
 

FOODSHARE VAN 

The mobile FoodShare Van now has a stop at the Baptist 
Fellowship Church on Route 6 in Columbia.  The van will be 
stopping every other Thursday from 1:00 pm - 1:30 pm in 

the lower church parking lot.  Upcoming distribution dates:  
Please be sure to circulate the word to people you know.  The 
program needs a minimum of 50 people participating.  The 
FoodShare Van will continue to stop at the Andover 

Congregational Church on Route 6 every other Wednesday.   
Please bring your own grocery bags. 
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 The Rev. Betsey Polglase, PASTOR 

Church office email: ccchurch@snet.net     website: columbiacongregationalchurch.org   
Pastor’s email: pastorbetsey.ccchurch@gmail.com 


